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mounts of mouse and peacock arrived at the spot to worship
Sankara. Sages like Bhringi and Vasista, Lokapalakas like
Indra and Gandharvas also came. Seas, rivers, mountains,
gardens like Devadaru, holy places like Kasi all assumed
divine forms and visited the place to pray to Parameswara.
The serpent, Kala and the elephant, Hasti together praised
the Lord as follows :-
"Oh Sankara! you are the lord of the entire universe.
You are the beloved of Haimavathi. You protect your
devotees. Your radiance permeates everywhere.. With the
predominance of Rajoguna you created the movable and
immovable objects in the universe. You are independent.
We worship you in the form of Brahma, the creator. With
the predominance of Satvaguna you protect the worlds.
You are omnipotent. We worship you in the form of Vishnu,
the protector. With the predominance of Tamoguna you
destroy the worlds. You are omniscient. We worship you
as Rudra, the destroyer. Oh God! you are the cause, the
material, the doer, the action as well as the distributor of
the fruits of our actions. The Sankhyas recognise you as the
twenty sixth tatwa namely Eswara. Yogis discern you by
control of breath. Mantrikas perceive you by repeating your
sacred name preceded and followed by anganyasa and
karanyasa. Sages cognise you through pure consciousness.
What is the need for pilgrimage to various places and for
performing laborious sacrifices when you can be reached
by meditating upon your glorious name? All the living
species are but animals (pasus) while you are their master
(Pasupati). You are called Rudra for the letter Ru denotes
Pranava or Nada or Veda. You are also called Rudra as
you^destroy the sins of your devotees. Because you kindle
happiness in your devotees you are called Siva. As you are
the prime cause you are known as Bhava. As you lavish all
wealth on your worshippers you are Easa. As you dwell
in the Vedas, in Pranava, in clouds and in mountains you
are Girisa. You are greater than all Gods; hence you are